Abstract
Introduction
Agricultural Development has been a major concern to most developing countries within the last two decades (Stella, 2012) . Rural Development is the bedrock of agricultural development in developing countries (including Nigeria) where most farmers are involved in subsistence agricultural practice. Idachaba (2000) defined rural development as a means of providing basic amenities, infrastructure, improved agricultural productivity, extension services and empowerment generation for the rural dwellers. Banji, O., Adisa, and Esther, O. (2011) defined rural development as the improvement of the living standards of the low-income population living in rural areas to a self-sustaining basis through transformation of socio-spatial features of their productive activities. Most of the farmers in Katsina State are smallholder farmers that depend mostly on agriculture for their livelihoods. They rely on income from this occupation to finance their investments and domestic needs. Income from agriculture also affects the savings ability of the farmers, which invariably determines their ability to increase their scale of production. Also, the income generated from agriculture by the smallholder farmers affect their ability to provide their children with formal education and training, which will enhance their ability to respond to innovation and adopting them. Smallholder agriculture is presently a key sustainer of the majority of the world's poorest people, so the dynamics of smallholder agriculture ought to be a central question for research and debates about development, Jonathan (2002) . Babatunde (2006) reported that the concern over increasing poverty levels especially in the developing countries such as Nigeria and the need for its alleviation as a means of improving the standard of living of the people has led to the conceptualization and implementation of various targeted poverty alleviation programmes worldwide. Among which are the Agricultural Development Project ii. empowering the poor rural communities to enable them identify their needs, implement a broad range of agricultural and rural development (ARD) initiatives, and
iii. institutionalise and internalise community-driven development (CDD) into government policies and procedures.
The programme targets a large section of the rural population, especially women, landless people, nomadic pastoralists and small-scale farmers, and those with only marginal lands. It was designed to empower these groups to participate in development activities. Specifically, the programme works to:
 Promote awareness and build the capacity of public and private-sector service providers to respond to the needs of poor rural women and men participating farmers from the selected villages. This gave a total of three hundred and forty-nine (349) participating farmers from the twelve participating village areas (Table 1 ). In addition, 3 IFAD-CBARDP officials were randomly selected from each of the 12
LGAs. Descriptive statistics such as percentages, means and ranking were used to analyze the data. 
Socio-economic Characteristics of Respondents
The result in Table 2 shows that 23% of the respondents were within the ages of 46-50 years, with a mean age of 46 years. The result implies that most of the respondents were of middle age; signifying that they were within the agricultural productive age range of 30-50 years quoted by Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO, 2005) . Also having a population that is middle aged implies that the understanding and utilization of the IFAD-CBARDP recommended agricultural production practices would be easier since middle aged people are expected to have acquired the least minimum level of formal education and are likely to be more inquisitive in finding more result oriented techniques of improving agricultural productivity. Also, findings revealed that the majority (97.1%) of the respondents had one form of education or the other with only 2.9% of the respondents having no formal education. This implies that the majority of the farmers in the study area are literate and were aware of the importance of improved-inputs for increased The result further reveals that 85.7% of the respondents belong to cooperative associations. This implies that the farmers under the project were properly organized for easy access to subsidy and credit facilities. This is an indication that the more farmers participate in cooperative societies, the better the idea, knowledge and benefits derived from among members. The result also revealed that the average farm size for the respondents was 3. 
Level of Adoption of IFAD-Community Based Agriculture and Rural
Development recommended practices Figure 1 shows the level of adoption of IFAD-Community Based Agricultural and Rural Development recommended practices among the participating farmers. The result showed that 75.97% of the respondents adopted the use of improved seed varieties, 82.75% adopted the use of seed dressing chemicals, 83.91% adopted the use of seed rate, 85.37% adopted the use of adequate plant spacing and 88.66%
adopted the use of recommended fertilizer. Other recommendations adopted by the participating farmers include method and dosage of fertilizer application (83%), timely planting (85%), use of herbicides (87.21%), timely harvesting (89.92%) and
proper storage (88.18%). Generally, there was high level of adoption of the recommended production practices introduced to the farmers as shown below in figure 2 . This high level of adoption supported Ganpat and Seepersad (1996) whose report shows that for a successful adoption of new technology, farmers must not only know about it, but must be able to follow the recommendations given. This implies that the farmer must have the knowledge before putting the recommendations into practice. The result also affirm the findings of Abdullahi, A. and Haruna U. (2011) whose findings showed that farmers adoption of technologies was impressive, with up to 76% and 58% for double and triple bagging respectively. Generally, there was a high level of adoption of the recommended farming practices among the participating farmers in the study area.
Fig. 1: Level of adoption of IFAD-CBARDP recommended practices

Constraints to the Implementation of IFAD-CBARDP Programme
The result in Table 3 
*Multiple responses
Conclusion and Recommendations
The study found that most of the respondents had one form of education or the other, belong to cooperatives associations, and have spent many years in the cooperatives. This has facilitated the adoption of improved technologies promoted by
The IFAD-Community Based Agricultural and Rural Development Project in the study area. The study also found that there was a high level of adoption of IFAD-CBARDP recommended practices among the farmers in the study area. It also found that low counterpart funding among other factors had constrained the
